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INTELLIGENCE NOTE 1 %  
B U R E A U  OF I N T E L L I G E N C E  A N D  R E S E A R C H  

J u l y  15, 1971 E u1 w 

MOROCCO: KING HASSAN, HIS ARMY, AND HIS FUTURE \i 
\ 

The nearmiss  coup attempt o f  J u l y  10 i n  Morocco--which resu l ted  i n  
T 

l 

a savage in te rnec ine  army bloodbath-- is now e f f e c t i v e l y  quel led. 
c, 
'Q 

The f u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  the  m i l i t a r y  conspi racy and o f  what a c t u a l l y  t rans-  

p i r e d  a t  t h e  t r a g i c  b i r thday  pa r t y  remain y e t  t o  be c l a r i f i e d ,  bu t  t h e  

events of J u l y  add up t o  a major t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  

King Hassan. His r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  the  army has changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  'b \ n 
and, al though present ly  secure, he seems i n  g rea te r  eventual jeopardy k 
than ever before from bas ic  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  discontent.  

Anny ' s  Loya l t y  Shattered--The sen ior  m i  1 i t a r y  leadership, sp l  i t  -0 t i %  E b \  
between rebe ls  and l o y a l i s t s  , i s  severely decimated. Nine o f  the  m b i  4 > ?  
country 's  16 generals are  known t o  have been k i l l e d  o r  executed thus 8" 

ic 

f a r ,  and nunerous colonels, majors, and lower-ranking o f f i c e r s  have % <  

s? 
died. But the  prime casua l ty  was the idea t h a t  the a m y  gave mono l i t h i c  Q 3 
and uncondi t ional  1 oyal t y  t o  the  monarch. King Hassan, founder and b 

b 
k b 

cormlander-i n-chi e f  o f  the  Royal Armed Forces, had assiduously c u l  ti vated 3 
b = C1 the myth and almost c e r t a i n l y  regarded the m i l i t a r y  as indispensable. , 

The coup attempt has c a s t  doubt on the  m i l i t a r y  establishment. While $6'- 
> %  & 

Hassan understandably has pub1 i c l y  mai nta ined t h a t  the  army remains 
Yl 
\ \ <  

" 0 4,9 X 
Cp,w "pure and honest", h i s  t o p  su rv i v ing  m i  1 i t a r y  supporters, 

- 
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Generals Mohamed Oufkir and Dr iss 5en Amar, are leading a hunt for  those 

i n  the army a l l i e d  t o  o r  sympathetic toward the conspirators. 

Presumably, a thorough-going purge o f  the o f f i c e r  corps--which may 

have been much more broadly impl icated i n  the coup a f f a i r  than i s  

present ly known--will ensue. Even so, the army probably cannot be 

put together again as a 'who;lly loya l  instrument o f  roya l  w i l l .  The 

wholesale slaughter o f  brother o f f i c e r s  could we l l  se t  i n  motion 

deep-seated resentments and blood revenge motives w i t h i n  the 

c lannish Berbers, who make up most of the senior o f f i c e r  corps. And 

the vacancies i n  higher ranks ra ise  the i nev i t ab le  prospect o f  pro- 

motion i n t o  comnand respons ib i l i t i es  f o r  the better-educated younger 

generation o f  middle-grade o f f i ce rs ,  a group whose u l t imate r e l i a b i l i t y  

thus f a r  i s  open t o  question. 

Growing M i  l i t a r y  Inf luence? While the spec i f i c  grievances t h a t  

t r iggered  the army o f f i c e r s '  r e v o l t  remain unclear, substant ia l  

m i l i t a r y  d i ssa t i s f ac t i on  on several scores has been evident over the past 

year. The King's decision t o  restore cons t i tu t iona l  government and 

parliament i n  the sumner o f  1970 ( a f t e r  f i v e  years o f  emergency 

r u l e  i n  which the m i l i t a r y  and secur i t y  forces had a l a rge l y  unfet tered 

hand) was not  popular i n  m i l i t a r y  ranks even though arqy o f f i c e r s  

were given a r o l e  i n  managing the elect ions.  O f  probably greater  

s ign i f icance was m i  1 i t a r y  unhappiness over b la tan t  corrupt ion and 
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high c i v i l i a n  m in is te rs  and o f f i c i a l s - - n o t  t h a t  a1 1 

the m i l i t a r y  were imnune. A cor rupt ion scandal i n  A p r i l  s u l l i e d  the 

regime's reputat ion,  l e d  the King t o  postpone h i s  v i s i t  t o  the US, and 

obl iged him t o  dismiss f ou r  min is ters  and other lesser  o f f i c i a l s .  The 

m i l i t a r y  were a lso  displeased over the King's Alger ian pol i c y  which, 

i n  the eyes o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  army o f f i ce r s ,  appeared t o  amount t o  

v i r t u a l  cap i t u l a t i on  on Morocco's long-standing border claims. 

The l o y a l i s t  m i l i t a r y  leaders, on whom the King i s  dependent t o  a 

greater  degree than ever before, have an innate ant ipathy toward the 

ex i s t i ng  p o l i t i c a l  system, viewing par t ies  as bas i ca l l y  demagogic and 

c i v i l i a n  o f f i c i a l s  as venal and ine f fec t i ve .  To r a l l y  morale i n  the 

m i l i t a r y ,  they w i l l  almost c e r t a i n l y  request--and receive i n  the coming 

months--accelerated promotions and increased arms o f  impressive pro- 

port ions.  Moreover, they are l i k e l y  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e i r  present bargaining 

pos i t i on  t o  press f o r  a more e f f i c i e n t ,  perhaps m i  1 i tary- led,  government 

and f o r  p o l i c i e s  w i t h  popular appeal and more n a t i o n a l i s t  content. They 

may press the King t o  seek rev is ions i n  the US m i l i t a r y  presence a t  

Keni t ra  i f  no t  sa t i s f i ed  w i t h  American responsiveness t o  present and l i k e l y  

add i t i ona l  requests f o r  arms. 

Hassan I s  Longer-Tenn D i  1 emna: Restoring a Pol i t i c a l  Balance. 

To a considerable extent, King Hassan i s  h imsel f  responsible f o r  h i s  

present predicament: over-rel iance on h i s  m i l i t a r y  establishment. His 

c o n s m a t e  success over 11 years o f  r u l e  i n  progressively concentrat ing 
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v i r t u a l l y  a1 1  e f f e c t i v e  powers i n  h i s  hands destroyed the balance 

o f  p o l i t i c a l  forces on which the monarchy rested when he acceded t o  

the throne i n  1961. P o l i t i c a l  par t ies ,  t rade unions, and other  

c i v i l i a n  p o l i t i c a l  forces eroded i n t o  near impotence, leaving the 

King v i r t u a l l y  alone w i t h  the m i l i t a r y .  By r e l y i n g  heav i ly  on the 

secur i t y  forces t o  repress popular discontent , Hassan contained 

po ten t ia l  t roub le  but  degpened resentment against the regime. And 

by disregarding the m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s '  d i ssa t i s fac t ions  over po l i c y  

and the course o i  danestic events, the King became increas ing ly  

vulnerable t o  the k i nd  of m i l i t a r y  react ion t h a t  occurred on Ju ly  10. 

Even though he has mustered s u f f i c i e n t  army support t o  overcome t h a t  

challenge, Hassan's e x i s t i n g  re l a t i onsh ip  w i t h  the m i  1  i t a r y  leaves 

him bas i ca l l y  vulnerable. He may attempt t o  neu t ra l i ze  the  m i l i t a r y ,  

seeking even more than i n  the  past t o  p lay against one another various 

army u n i t s  as we l l  as the  secur i t y  pol ice,  gendarmerie, and a u x i l i a r y  

forces. But he i s  u n l i k e l y  w i l l i n g l y  t o  a l t e r  h i s  autocrat ic  s t y l e  

o f  r u l e  o r  a l low c i v i l i a n  p o l i t i c a l  groups t o  develop i n t o  a  s i gn i -  

f i  cant opposi ng force. As a  consequence, King Hassan ' s  throne appears 

i n  greater  jeopardy over the longer term than ever before. 
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